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1.  Kindergarten Forum:  Elementary administrators, Early Childhood Coordinator and I 

facilitated a conversation around early childhood education with a focus on the 

partnership beginning with parents. The slides used to start the conversation are on our 

website.  We used most of the time to talk about the purpose of early childhood 

education, the timeline for registration and for decision making regarding the pilot format.  

We had about 40 parents in attendance.   

 

2. Budget Development and School Committee Timeline:  This year the new Governor 

will have until March 4 to present his budget to the legislature.  It most likely will be 

available before then, but it does mean that our window for deliberation can be impacted 

without a full understanding of the revenue picture.  I would propose that we continue 

with a similar format that examines the proposed needs based expenditures with a focus 

on understanding their need.  When the revenue picture becomes more clear we can 

consider those needs along with affordability.   

 

January 28 - Superintendent’s Proposed FY 16 Budget 

February 7 - School Committee Workshop - Saturday (Site Based Review) 

February 11 - School Committee Deliberations 

February 25 - School Committee Deliberations 

March 11 - School Committee Vote 

 

 3. John and Abigail Adams Awards:  I am pleased to announce that we had 76 Abigail 

Adams awards for current seniors.  The John and Abigail Adams Scholarship provides a 

tuition waiver for up to eight semesters of undergraduate education at a Massachusetts 

state college or university. The scholarship covers tuition only; fees and room and board 

are not included. The scholarship must be used within six years of a student's high 

school graduation. (DESE website) 

    In order to be eligible for the John and Abigail Adams Scholarship, Massachusetts public 

high school students in the class of 2015 or earlier must 

● have scores of Advanced and Proficient on grade 10 MCAS tests in English Language 

Arts (ELA) and Mathematics (at least one score must be Advanced) AND 

● have combined scores on MCAS ELA and Mathematics tests that place them in the top 

25 percent of students in the graduating class in their district. 

  

Letters have gone out to the students informing them of their honor and giving them 

directions as to how to take advantage of the tuition scholarship. 

 

4.  FY 15 9c Cuts - The Governor has announced that there is a need to cut approximately 

329 million dollars in 9c cuts to the current year’s budget.  Of particular note for our 

concern is regional transportation, which he cut the entire increase slated for this year.  

This brings down the expected 90% return to last year’s reimbursement of approximately 



60%.  3.8 million dollars in circuit breaker reimbursements are also expected to be 

reduced to FY 14 rates.  DESE has announced that these cuts should not impact what 

they announced would be our allotments in the fall.  Additionally, we budget this amount 

for the next fiscal year, so our current budget is not impacted.  This does reduce 

expected increases for revenue for next year, however.   

 

As members of MARS (Massachusetts Association of Regional Schools) the Board of 

Directors is asking for communication to the Governor and our representatives to reduce 

or eliminate this cost cutting measures.  I’ve attached a draft letter that I plan to send 

and you are welcome to use it or edit to meet your needs to send individually.  The 

Committee could also vote at its December 17th meeting to send a letter as an entity.   

 

The talking points provided by Executive Director Stephen Hemman include: 

1. The cut to Regional Transportation is $18,000,000 which is a much higher percentage 

than other 9c cuts 

2. In 2010 the following: 

Section 15 of Chapter 15 of the acts of 2010 states: 

  

Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, regional school 

transportation payments made by the state in any fiscal year through the general 

appropriations act shall not be lowered by a greater percentage than any reduction 

made to state chapter 70 payments in that fiscal year 

 

Chapter 70 is not being cut so why is Regional Transportation being cut? 

3. The Patrick Administration has encouraged regionalization but by cutting regional 

transportation the wrong message is being sent. 

4. Regional Transportation funds are used to reduce the assessment to its member 

towns. 

5. Why didn’t the Patrick Administration consider cutting only $9,000,000 and not the 

whole $18,000,000? 

6. Individual District impact by these cuts is important to mention.  

 

 

  

 

 


